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Dear Parents,  
 
Last night, the Board of Education accepted my resignation for the purpose of retirement, effective at the 
end of the day on July 31, 2017. 
 
As I mentioned at the Board meeting last night, this decision has been one of the most difficult I have 
faced in my life.  For the past 12 years, it has been my honor and privilege to serve as Superintendent, and 
these past dozen years have been, without question, the most rewarding of my professional career.  
 
I am extraordinarily grateful to have been of service to this wonderful community.  I have worked with 
outstanding Board leadership and Trustees throughout my time in Garden City, people who truly believe in 
the importance of public schooling and work every day to promote opportunities for our students.  I feel 
similarly blessed to have worked with a dedicated and talented administrative team, creative and 
enthusiastic teachers, highly skilled members of our pupil personnel staff, our nurses, our paraprofessional 
staff, as well as  all the wonderful employees—secretaries, bus drivers, custodians, cleaners, maintainers, 
lunch monitors, security guards, groundskeepers—who work tirelessly and often behind the scenes to make 
our school district such a great place for children and a leader on Long Island, in New York State, and 
across the country.   
 
Garden City Public School’s achievements reflect the impact of strong bonds between home and school.  I 
am thankful for the support of the parents of our school community, people who care so very deeply about 
their children’s education, and give their time, energy, resources, and support to help ensure that Garden 
City continues to produce students who enjoy learning, understand the importance of effort, and recognize 
the value of service and helping others.  In this regard, I would remiss if I did not mention the support and 
assistance of PTA and SEPTA as well as the many other school community organizations that contribute 
so much to enhancing our programs and generating new ideas.   
 
During the last 12 years, I have witnessed the growth and development of hundreds and hundreds of 
students, and I have seen them achieve amazing things in the classroom, on the athletic fields, in 
performances, in clubs and in many community service activities—they have amazed me from Day 1, and 
their accomplishments have always filled me with pride.  No educator could ask for a better place to work. 
 
I will greatly miss the relationships that I have developed over the years.  I know that my experience in 
Garden City will continue to inspire me as I begin the next phase of my professional journey as a member 
of the faculty and Director of the Program for School Leadership and Technology at NYIT.  In Garden 
City, the Board will immediately conduct a search for an interim district leader, to be followed by a full 
search for a permanent superintendent. 

Inspiring Minds 
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Although I am sure I will see many of you at special events that take place during the spring, please allow 
me to take this moment to wish everyone health, happiness, and fulfillment in the future.  Thank you for 
sharing your children with me and for allowing me to partner with you in our work on behalf of the 
students of Garden City, the school district, and this wonderful school community.  
 

    Sincerely, 

         
    Robert Feirsen, Ed.D.  

   
 


